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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  of  Newbiggin -by-the-Sea. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  submit,  herewith,  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1948. 

On  5th  July,  1948,  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  came  into  operation  and,  as  far  as  your 
Council  was  concerned,  the  effect  was  to  transfer  certain  of  your  former  powers  and  responsibilities  to  other 
authorities.  The  immunisation  of  schoolchildren  and  all  duties  in  connection  with  the  provision  of  ambu¬ 
lance  services  became  the  responsibility  of  the  Northumberland  County  Council.  The  South-East  Northumber¬ 
land  Joint  Hospital  Board,  of  which  your  Council  was  a  constituent  authority,  ceased  to  exist,  and  provision 
of  hospital  accommodation  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  became  the  responsibility  of  the 
Newcastle-on-Tyne  Regional  Hospital  Board,  which  acts  as  agent  for  the  Minister  of  Health. 

Payment  of  fees  to  general  practitioners  for  notification  of  infectious  disease  is  still  the  responsibility 
of  your  Council  in  the  first  instance,  but  all  money  expended  is  recoverable  from  the  County  Council  provided 
the  County  Medical  Officer  has  received  a  copy  of  each  notification. 

These  are  the  main  changes  affecting  this  authority.  Under  the  new  Act,  the  County  Council 
resolved  to  set  up  a  new  scheme  of  area  administration,  and  for  the  purpose  of  this  scheme  the  County  was 
divided  into  eight  areas.  The  Newbiggin  Urban  District  was  included  with  the  Urban  District  of  Ashington,  The 
Borough  of  Morpeth  and  the  Rural  District  of  Morpeth,  in  the  Central  Area. 

A  Central  Area  Health  Sub-Committee  made  up  of  representatives  of  the  County  Council  and  of  each 
of  the  District  Councils,  plus  two  co-opted  members,  was  established.  Bedlingtonshire,  which  had  formerly  been 
a  constituent  authority  in  the  No.  2  Medical  Area,  joined  with  the  Borough  of  Blyth  to  form  the  East  Area. 

The  County  Council,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  District  Councils,  appointed  your  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  Vie  Executive  Medical  Officer  in  the  Central  Area.  I  continued  to  be  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
Bedlingtonshire,  also,  until  the  end  of  the  year,  but,  in  January,  1949,  Dr.  A.  Donaldson  took  up  duty  as 
Executive  Medical  Officer  for  the  East  Area  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Bedlingtonshire,  which  then 
ceased  to  be  included  in  the  No.  2  Medical  Area  and  ceased  to  be  a  member  of  the  Joint  Committee  (Medical  Officer  of 
Health) . 

The  Area  Sub-Committee,  subject  to  the  authority  of  the  County  Health  Committee,  became  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  management  of  the  ambulance  service  and  the  Domestic  Help  Service,  measures  relating  to  the 
Prevention  of  Illness  and  the  Care  and  After  Care  of  Sick  Persons,  Vaccination  and  Immunisation,  measures 
relating  to  the  Prevention  of  Infectious  Disease,  Health  Education  and  the  management  of  Health  Centres 
and  other  premises  vested  in  the  Local  Health  Authority  and  used  for  health  services. 

With  reference  to  the  vital  statistics  of  the  Urban  District  it  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  death 
rate  is  lower  than  in  1947,  that  the  maternal  mortality  is  again  nil  and  that  the  infantile  mortality  rate  has  fallen  to  the 
remarkably  low  figure  of  20.72  per  1,000  live  births  while  the  neo-natal  mortality  is  nil.  Against  this,  is  a  slight  fall  in 
the  birth  rate. 

The  record  of  infectious  disease  is  fairly  satisfactory,  especially  the  fact  that  only  one  case  of  Diphtheria 
occurred  in  the  whole  year. 

I  wish,  once  more,  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  consideration  extended  to  me  by  members  of  the  Council 
and  the  assistance  afforded  by  the  staffs  of  the  Health  and  other  departments  of  the  Council.  Especially,  I  should  like 
to  thank  Mr.  James  Kailofer  for  Ins  work,  assistance  and  co  operation  and  to  express  the  hope  that  in  retirement,  he 
may  recover  his  health  and  enjoy  his  unaccustomed  leisure. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  B.  McGREGOR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Urban  District  of  Newbiggin-by-tbe-Sea. 


September,  1949. 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL 


CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  Acres —  1,841. 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  Resident  population  mid  1948  —  9,651. 
Rateable  Value  —  £35,983. 

One  Penny  Rate  produces  £140. 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1948) —  2,646. 


Vital  Statistics. 

BIRTHS: 


Live 

Births. 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

... 

185 

89 

96 

Illegitimate-  ... 

8 

6 

2 

193 

95 

98 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

of  the  estimate! 

1  resident  population 

-  19.99 

Still 

Births. 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

... 

6 

5 

1 

Illegitimate  ... 

... 

1 

1 

0 

7 

6 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

(live  and  still) 

births  — 

35.0 

DEATHS: 

Total 

Male 

Female 

103 

57 

46 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  — 10.67 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar  General’s  Short  List) 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths  (live  &  still)  births 


No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  .  .  0  0 

No.  30  Other  maternal  causes  0  0 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year: — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  . ..  ...  20.72 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  21.62 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . ..  ...  ... 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  .  ...  ...  j^p 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  j^p 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  ...  jap 
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T lie  Registrar  General  supplies  the  following: — 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1948 


Causes 

Male 

Female 

1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

0 

0 

2.  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

0 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

4.  Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

5.  Diphtheria 

0 

0 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  resp.  system 

1 

2 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

0 

0 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases 

1 

0 

9.  Influenza  ... 

0 

0 

10.  Measles 

0 

0 

11.  Acute  Polio-myel.  and  Polio-enceph 

0 

0 

12.  Acute  infectious  enceph. 

0 

0 

13.  Cancer  of  hue,  cav.  &  oesoph.  (M)  uterus  (F) 

1 

1 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

0 

15.  Cancer  of  Breast 

0 

4 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

4 

4 

17.  Diabetes 

0 

0 

18.  Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

19 

17 

19.  Heart  disease 

16 

12 

20.  Other  diseases  of  the  cire.  system 

1 

0 

21.  Bronchitis 

1 

1 

22.  Pneumonia 

2 

1 

23.  Other  resp.  dis. 

0 

0 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

0 

0 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

0 

0 

26.  Appendicitis 

0 

0 

27.  Other  digve.  dis. 

0 

0 

28.  Nephritis  ... 

0 

0 

29.  Puer.  &  post  abort,  sepsis 

0 

0 

30.  Other  maternal  causes 

0 

0 

31.  Premature  births 

0 

'  0 

32.  Con.  mal.  birth  inj.  infants  dis. 

0 

1 

33.  Suicide 

2 

0 

34.  Road  traffic  accident 

2 

0 

35.  Other  violent  causes 

2 

0 

36.  All  other  causes 

1 

3 

57 

46 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year:— 

Legitimate 


Male  Female 

9  9 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY- 10-18 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1  wk.  j 

C/1 

CD 

CD 

r' 

CM 

r-H 

2-  3  weeks 

j  3-4  weeks  j 

Total  under 

1  month 

1-3  months 

1 

3  6  months 

6  9  months  ; 

9-12  months 

Total  under 
One  year 

Pneumonia 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0  0 

0 

1 

1  2 

Convulsions 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0  0 

1 

0 

0  1 

Congentital  Abnormality  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0  1 

0 

0 

0  1 

Total  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0  1 

1 

1 

1  4 
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SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICER  FOR  THE  AREA 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

These  are  now  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service.  For  the  first  ten  months  of  the 
year  the  work  was  still  carried  out  at  the  Newburn  Laboratory,  but  in  November,  1948.  the  staff  moved  to 
premises  at  the  General  Hospital.  Newcastle.  The  extent  to  which  the  facilities  have  been  utilised  is  shown 
below : —  , 


Specimen  sent  in  by 

Specimen 

Pos. 

Neg. 

C.C.T.O. 

Sputa  for  Tubercle 

12 

93 

General  Practitioners 

do 

1 

24 

General  Practitioners 

Swabs  for  Haem.  Strep. 

5 

9 

General  Practitioners 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria 

1 

15 

General  Practitioners 

Swabs  for  Vincent’s  Angina 

o 

2 

General  Practitioners 

Enteric  Results 

0 

2 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

During  the  First  half  of  the  year  there  was  no  change  in  these  arrangements,  but  with  the  coming  into  force  of 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the  Northumberland  County  Council  became  the  authority  responsible  for  the 
provision  of  an  ambulance  service.  By  agreement  the  ambulance  belonging  to  the  Newbiggin  Miners’  Welfare 
Committee  was  sold  to  the  County  Council  and  from  5th  July,  1948,  until  the  end  of  the  year  the  Committee  acted  as 
agent  for  the  Council.  Thereafter  the  Council  took  over  the  administration  of  the  service. 

The  North  Seaton  Miners’  Welfare  Committee,  however,  preferred  to  remain  independent  and  continues  to 
run  its  own  ambulance  as  before. 

Nursing  In  The  Home. 

With  the  advent  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  the  Northumberland  County  Council  became  the 
authority  solely  and  directly  responsible  for  the  administration  of  this  service.  The  staff  employed,  however,  remained 
as  before. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  situated  in  Jubilee  Terrace  and  is  administered  by  the  Northumberland  County 

Council. 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows  :  — 

Child  Welfare  Clinic  —  —  Every  Thursday,  all  day. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic  —  —  —  Every  Tuesday  afternoon. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinic  —  at  4  weekly  intervals. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  weekly  and  Ante-Natal  Clinics  fortnightly  at  the  Miners’  Welfare  Institute 
North  Seaton  Colliery. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water. — Water  for  the  Newbiggin  area  is  derived  in  bulk  from  the  reservoirs  of  Tynemouth  Corporation  and 
is  subject  to  chlorination  by  the  suppliers  prior  to  its  arrival  in  the  district.  The  daily  consumption  during  1948  was 
approximately  245,758  gallons,  which  equals  29.7  gallons  per  head  per  day.  The  water  is  carried  from  Ewart  Hill,  a 
distance  of  more  than  7  miles,  by. a  6*  main  belonging  to  and  laid  by  Newbiggin  Council.  The  supply  is  of  a  very  high 
standard  of  purity  and  in  lower  parts  of  the  town  the  supply  is  adequate  and  the  pressure  good.  At  times  in  the  higher 
parts  of  the  town,  however,  the  supply  is  inadequate  and  the  pressure  poor. 

At  present  the  supply  can  be  augmented  by  pumping  water  from  Newbiggin  and  North  Seaton  pits,  which  can 
provide  90,000  and  30,000  gallons  per  day  respectively. 
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Water  Supplies. 

Newbiggin  by-the-Sea. — All  houses  in  Newbiggin  have  a  supply  of  water  from  Council  mains.  There  are 
2,212  houses  in  this  part  of  the  Urban  District,  with  an  estimated  population  of  8,260  and  all  except  16  are  supplied 
with  taps  in  the  houses  or  backyards.  The  remaining  16  are  supplied  by  standpipes. 

North  Seaton  Village. — In  the  village  there  are  23  houses  with  an  estimated  population  of  50.  One  house 
receives  water  from  the  Council’s  mains,  a  farm  house  and  three  cottages  receive  both  Colliery  and  Council  supplies. 
These  five  houses  have  their  supplies  on  the  premises,  while  the  remaining  18  houses  are  served  by  standpipes  which 
provide  water  from  North  Seaton  pit,  not  supplied  through  the  Council’s  main. 

North  Seaton  Hall.  -Twenty-four  temporary  dwellings  are  occupied  here  and  the  Hall  has  been  converted 
into  eight  tenements.  All  have  water  supplies  laid  on.  The  water  is  derived  both  from  the  Tynemouth  supply  and 
the  supply  from  North  Seaton  pit. 

North  Seaton  Colliery. — No  houses  in  this  colliery  village  receive  a  water  supply  from  the  public  mains.  The 
whole  village  is  supplied  with  water  pumped  from  the  pit.  This  water  is  very  hard  but  is  of  a  high  bacteriological 
standard. 

In  the  Colliery  there  are,  in  all,  369  houses  with  a  total  estimated  population  of  some  1,700.  Forty-two  houses 
have  water  laid  on,  while  the  remaining  327  are  supplied  by  standpipes. 

Closet  Accommodation. — 


Number  of  privy  middens 

Newbiggin 

32 

North  Seaton 

...  126 

158 

Number  of  water  closets 

.  .  .  4  •  •  .  ,  , 

... 

2,520 

Number  of  pail  closets  (on  allotments)  ... 

4  .  .  ...  ... 

.  4  4 

4 

Number  of  ashpits 

Newbiggin 

30 

North  Seaton 

75 

105 

There  are  three  public  conveniences  in  the  district  situated  at  Bridge  Street,  Prospect  Place  and  Milburn  Park. 

Public  Cleansing. — All  scavenging  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  by  means  of  two  motor  driven  cleansing 
vehicles  and  one  horse  drawn  low-loading  cart.  The  cart  is  employed  at  North  Seaton  Colliery.  All  ashbins  are 
emptied  twice  weekly. 


Salvage. - 

pony  and  cart. 


-Salvage  is  collected  from  the  houses  as  the  ashbins  are 


Mixed  Waste  Paper 


Tons.  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 
37  12  1  0 


emptied  and  also  irom  the  Tradesmen  by 

£  s.  d. 

241  6  6 


Pvefuse  Tips. — Refuse  from  Newbiggin  is  deposited  at  the  Blue  Holes  tip.  The  Council  has  secured  ground  for 
a  tip  at  the  foot  of  Sandy  Lane  to  replace  the  existing  tip  in  North  Seaton  quarry. 

Shops  and  Offices. — No  action  taken. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools.  —  There  are  no  swimming  baths  in  the  area. 

Pit-head  baths  are  in  use  at  both  Collieries  with  accommodation  as  follows  :  — 

Newbiggin  ...  ...  1,050 

North  Seaton  ...  ...  750 

These  are  for  the  use  of  mineworkers. 


Eradication-  of  Bed  Bugs — Eight  private  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  during  the  year  and  were 
disinfested  by  means  of  ‘‘Pyragra’  insecticide  and  with  a  pressure  spray. 

All  disinfestations  are  carried  out  by  Council  workmen. 

.  Schools. — Number  of  schools  in  the  district  :  — 

Newbiggin  ...  3  Council  schools  (modern,  junior  and  infant.) 

2  Church  of  England  schools  (junior  and  infant.) 

North  Seaton  ...  2  Council  schools  (mixed  and  infants.) 

Rats.  — Sewers  were  baited  regularly,  business  premises  and  houses  on  receipt  of  complaint. 
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FACTORIES  ACT 

There  are.  in  the  district,  9  factories  and  workshops.  The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  inspec¬ 
tions  made  and  the  defects  found  during  1948. 

There  are  no  outworkers  in  the  district. 


1.  —  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

9 

9 

0 

0 

(  ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  to  which 
Section  7  applies 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Local  Authorities 
(Transfer  of  Enforcement)  Order 

1938  f- 

11 

11 

1 

0 

( b )  Others 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(iii)  Other  Premises  under  the  Act  +(ex 
eluding  out-workers’  premises) 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Total 

21 

21 

1 

0 

2.  —  CASES  IX  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

ToH.M.  1  By  ELM. 
Inspector  ;  Inspector 

Want  of  clennlines  (S.l) 

0 

o 

0 

0 

0 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S. 4) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S. 7) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(a)  insufficient 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(6)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  (not  including  offences  re- 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

lating  to  Homework) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o 

Total 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

f  S.R.  &  O.  1938  No.  488. 

+  i.e.  Works  of  Building  and  Engineering  Construction,  Electrical  Stations  should  be  reckoned  as  factories. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  EFFECTED 


After  Letter 
or 

Interview 

Total 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 

Privies  abolished 

, ,  repaired 

0 

♦  •  •  ^ 

O 

S-4 

Privy  Ashpits  abolished 

•  •  i 

— 

— 

, ,  , ,  roofed  or  repaired 

.  .  » 

1 

1 

Pail  Closets  abolished 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Water  Closets  provided 

•  *  * 

3 

3 

,,  ,,  repaired 

.  .  . 

10 

10 

Sanitary  Bins  provided 

«  «  • 

54 

54 

,,  ,,  renewed 

... 

22 

j-t  i-t 

DRAINAGE. 

New  Drains  constructed 

63 

63 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed 

— 

— 

Additional  Gullies  provided 

— 

— 

Old  Gullies  replaced 

5 

5 

Scullery  Sinks  provided 

— 

— 

,,  Waste  Pipes  repaired 

11 

11 

,,  ,,  ,,  trapped 

— 

— 

Yards  repaired  or  reconstructed 

2 

2 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Sources  closed  or  discontinued 

Nil 

Number  of  houses  affected 

Nil 

New  services  provided 

54 

Number  of  houses  affected 

54 

SECTION 


D 


HOUSING 


Number  of  New  Houses  Erected  During  the  Year: — 


Houses  Completed  dur 

ing  the  year 

With 

State 

Assistance 

Unaided 

Total 

(a)  By  Local  Authority, 

Permanent 

54 

0 

54 

Temporary 

0 

0 

0 

(b)  By  other  Bodies  or 

Persons 

Permanent 

0 

0 

0 

Temporary 

0 

0 

0 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  During  the  Year: — 


(1) 

Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 
Housing  Acts 

defects  urn: 

ler  Public 

Health  or 

44 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  c 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

langerous  or  injurious 

to  health 

Nil 

(5) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 
head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  1 

the  precei 
labitation 

ling  Sub- 

44 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  Without  Service  of  Forma!  Notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  its  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

For  the  Sub-sections  A,  B,  C  and  L),  Nil  returns  have  been  supplied. 

4.  Number  of  Houses  Permanently  Discontinued  as  Dwellings  and  Not  Included  Above  ...  Nil 
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SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

MILK  SUPPLY, 

Number  of  registered  cowkeepers  at  31st  December,  1948  ...  7 

Number  of  cows  at  31st  December,  1948  ...  ...  ...  97 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Number  of  slaughter  houses  at  31st  December,  J948  (not  in  use. at  present)  ...  4 

All  slaughtering  is  done  at  Ashington  under  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  foodstuffs  which  were  voluntary  surrendered  to  me  during  the  year  and  found 
to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  :  — 


Unsound  Food 

Surrendered. 

Seized. 

Legal  Proceedings 

Beef  (home  killed) 

14|  lbs. 

— 

— 

Canned  goods... 

344  tins 

— 

— 

Bacon 

24  lbs. 

— 

— 

Cheese 

5  lbs. 

— 

— 

T  ea  . . . 

7f  Ibs. 

1 _ 

i 

— 

SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER.  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious  disease  was  provided  throughout  the  year  at  the  Isola¬ 
tion  Hospital,  Ashington. 


On  5tli  July,  1948,  this  hospital  passed  from  the  authority  of  the  South  East  Northumberland  Joint  Hospital 
Board,  which  on  that  date,  ceased  to  exist,  and  became  the  responsibility  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  acting  as 
agent  for  the  Minister  of  Plealth. 


Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

32 

a 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

16 

10 

— 

Erysipelas 

4 

— 

— 

Malaria  (contracted  abroad) 

2 

— - 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Meningitis 

1 

— 

1 

Measles  ... 

71 

- — 

— 

Whooping  Cough... 

74 

— 

— 
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TABLE  SHOWING  ANALYSIS  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES 

AGE  GKO UPS 


OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  UNDER 


Diseases 

Under  1  year 

1 

T”H 

1 

<N 

1 

ro 

o 

T— 1 

1 

1 

in 

UO 

r-H 

1 

o 

r-H 

o 

<M 

l 

i 

r— 1 

lo 

m 

o 

cu 

35—45 

45—65 

Over  65 

Total  cases 

notified 

Admitted 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever... 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

8 

4 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

16 

10 

— 

Pnemonia 

— 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

1 

2 

6 

4 

9 

— 

32 

2 

3 

Meningitis 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

Malaria  (contracted 

1 

— 

1 

2 

4 

— 

— 

abroad)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Measles 

6 

16 

14 

14 

11 

7 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

71* 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

14 

10 

15 

10 

13 

1 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

74  f 

— 

— 

*  2  Age  unknown.  f  1  Age  unknown. 


Zymotic  Death  Rate. — The  term  includes  deaths  from  the  following  seA'en  diseases  only:  Smallpox, 
Scarlet  Fever,  Enteric  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Measles,  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under  2  years.  The 
zymotic  death  rate  was  Nil. 

Enteric  Fevers  No  cases  of  Typhoid  or  Paratyphoid  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Diphtheria.  — Only  one  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  during  the  year  and  this  occurred  in  an  adult. 

It  is  very  gratifying  that,  throughout  a  whole  year  not  a  single  child  in’ the  district  was  affected  by  this  disease. 
There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  recent  years  of  intensive  immunisation  are  bearing  fruit  and  to  hope  that  by 
continued  effort  Diphtheria  epidemics  may  become  a  thing  of  the  past. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  of  interest  to  record  the  following  table  showing  the  numbers  of  cases  and  deaths 
in  the  country  as  a  whole  for  the  years  1940-19+8  and  the  corresponding  figures  for  Newbiggin. 


Whole  Country 

Newbiggin 

-by-the-Sea 

Orignal 

Notific- 

Year 

ations) 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

1940 

46,281 

2,480 

3 

i 

1941 

50,797 

2,641 

7 

1942 

41,404 

1,827 

4 

1 

1943 

34,662 

1,371 

48 

1 

1944 

29,949 

934 

27 

— 

1945 

25,246 

722 

27 

2 

1946 

18,283 

472 

12 

— 

1947 

10,469 

245 

2 

2 

1948* 

8,019 

155 

1 

— 

*  Provisional  figures. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. — Visits  were  paid  to  all  schools  in  the  district  during  the  rear.  The  full  course 
of  primary  immunisation  was  given  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre,  by  private  doctors,  and  at  the  schools  to  209  pre¬ 
school  children  and  115  school  children  In  addition  335  children  received  re-inforcing  injections. 

At  the  end  of  1948,  it  was  estimated  that  the  immunisation  state  of  the  child  population  was  as  follows  :  — 

Pre-school  children  immunised  ...  608  ...  ...  72.4% 

School  children  immunised  ...  ...  1376  ...  ...  94.3% 

Total  children  immunised  ...  ...  1984  ...  ...  82.02% 

Measles.  — Following  the  epidemic  of  1947,  the  incidence  declined  in  1948,  although  the  disease  continued  to 
be  prevalent  and  71  cases  were  notified.  No  death  occurred. 
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Whooping  Cough. — This  disease  was  again  prevalent  in  1948  and  74  cases  were  notified,  but  no  deaths 

resulted. 


Pneumonia.  —  Pneumonia  declined  in  incidence  there  being  32  cases  which  was  a  reduction  of  20  on  the  total 
for  the  preceeding  year.  There  were  three  deaths  of  which  two  occurred  in  children  under  the  age  of  one  year. 

The  following  table,  which  uses  figures  obtained  from  the  Registrar  General’s  returns  S.D.  55.  shows 
the  comparative  figures  of  notifications  of  certain  diseases  in  England  and  Wales,  the  148  smaller  towns  and 
Newbgigin. 


Disease 

Cases  noti- 

Rate  per  1,000  Population. 

fied  in  the 

148  Smaller 

England  & 

district 

Newbiggin 

Towns 

Wales 

Scarlet  Fever 

16 

1.66 

1.82 

1.73 

Diphtheria 

1 

0.103 

0.09 

0.08 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

0.01 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

0.01 

0.01 

Erysipelas 

4 

0.414 

0.21 

0.21 

Pneumonia 

32 

3.315 

0.60 

0.73 

Measles 

71 

7.356 

8.84 

9.34 

Whooping  Cough 

74 

7.66 

3.31 

3.42 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  &  Still) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

4.71 

6.89 

Tuberculosis.  —  Notifications  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  of  which  there  were  only  six,  showed  a  reduction  of 
three  as  compared  with  1947.  New  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  also  declined,  being  7,  which  is  2  less  than 
1947. 

There  were  again  three  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  none  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 
The  death  rate  from  Tuberculosis  was,  therefore  0.31  per  1,000  of  the  population,  while  the  corresponding  figure  for 
the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  0.51. 

TUBERCULOSIS 


NEW  C 

ASE.8  AN 

D  MORTALITY 

DURING 

1948 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Resp. 

Non. 

Resp. 

Rest 

). 

Non. 

Resp. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

I 

\  M. 

F 

1-  5 

Years 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-15 

years 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-25 

years 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

25-35 

years 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

35-45 

years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45-55 

years 

— 

— 

- — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55-65 

years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Over 

65  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

4 

3 

1 

2 

— 

— 

CANCER 

MORTALITY 

40- 

45- 

MALES 

55-  65- 

Total 

25- 

40- 

FEMALES 
45-  55- 

65- 

Total 

Uterus 

»  *  * 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

1 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

St<  miach 

— 

2 

_  i 

L 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Ovary 

— 

— 

-  - 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Breast 

— 

• - 

-  - 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Rectum 

— 

— 

—  2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Colon 

— 

— 

_  o 

9 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Oesophagus 

... 

— 

— 

1 

l 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ _ 

2 

—  6 

8 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

9 

S.D.  55. 

ANNUAL  REPORTS  OF  MEDICAI 
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OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH  — 194-8  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Birth  rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality  and  Case-rates  for 
Certain  Infectious  Diseases  m  the  year  1948.  Provisional  figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns. 


England 

and 

W  ales 

126  C.B’s 
and  Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

148  Smaller 
Towns 

Resident  Pop. 
25,000—50,000 
at  1931  Census 

London 

Admin. 

County 

Rates  peF-1,000  Civilian  Population 

Births — 

Live  Births 

17.9(a) 

20.0 

19.2 

20.1 

Still  Births 

0.42(a) 

0.52 

0.43 

0.39 

Deaths — 

All  Causes  ... 

10.8(a) 

11.6 

10.7 

11.6 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

Diphtheria  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

Tuberculosis 

0.51 

0.59 

0.46 

0.63 

Influenza  ... 

0.03 

0.03 

0.04 

0.02 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 

Polioencephalitis 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Pneumonia 

0.41 

0.38 

0.36 

0.54 

Notifications  (Corrected) — 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Cerebro  spinal  Fever  ... 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.73 

1.90 

1.82 

1.37 

Whooping  Cough 

3.42 

3.51 

3.31 

3.13 

Diphtheria... 

0.08 

0.10 

0.09 

0.10 

Erysipelas  ... 

0.21 

0.23 

0.21 

0.22 

Smallpox  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

9.34 

9.75 

8.84 

9.17 

Pneumonia 

0.73 

0.84 

0.60 

0.57 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0.04 

0.05 

0.04 

0.04 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Rates  per  1 

,000  Live  Births 

Deaths — 

All  causes  under  1  year  of  age 

34(b) 

39 

32 

31 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  under  2 

years  of  age 

3.3 

4.5 

2.1 

2.4 

Rates 

per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still) 

Births 

Notifications  (Corrected) — 
Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia 

6.89 

8.90 

4.71 

7.34(c) 

Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales 

140  Abortion  with  Sepsis 

141  Abortion  without  Sepsis 

147  Puerperal  infections 

142-146,  148-150  Other  maternal 

causes 

Rates  per  1,000  Total 
(Live  and  Still)  Births 

Rates  per  million  women 
aged  15 — 44 

0.11 

0.05 

0,13 

0.73 

9 

4 

(a)  Rates  per  1,000  total  population, 
alone  was  O.bl. 


(bj  Per  1,000  related  births 


(e)  In  London  Puerperal  Fever 


